
 

Great Circle and Healthy Families Taskforce Receives Prevention Grant 
 
July 23, 2014 Great Circle was recently awarded a grant by the Missouri Children's Trust Fund (CTF) to strengthen and 
support families in Stone and Taney Counties.  The grant is part of the Community Based Child Abuse Prevention 
(CBCAP) program, a federal funding initiative that originates from the Administration for Children and Families, 
Department of Health and Human Services in Washington, D.C.  The intent is to support states’ efforts to help 
communities create and operate networks of community-based, prevention-focused family resource programs. 
 
Great Circle will receive up to $100,000 over the next year to work with the Healthy Families Taskforce, a coalition in 
Stone and Taney Counties, to provide a coordinated community network of family support services to strengthen 
families and ultimately reduce the risk of child abuse and neglect.  The grant includes the possibility of renewal for an 
additional four years based on performance outcomes and the availability of CTF funds. 
 
“The coordinated service delivery model has proven successful in many other Missouri communities, and we are excited 
to work with the Healthy Families Taskforce to replicate,” said CTF Executive Director Kirk Schreiber.  “The Taskforce will 
focus on agencies combining their resources, reducing duplication and working together with each family to address the 
many challenges facing families today,” Schreiber added. 
 
Healthy Families Taskforce was created in 1997 to provide resources and vision in collaboration with community leaders 
to address the needs of families in Stone and Taney Counties. It includes representatives from more than 40 public and 
private human service organizations. 
 
“We are grateful to Children’s Trust Fund for supporting the Healthy Families Task Force collaboration and for increasing 
opportunities to provide help for children and families facing difficult circumstances,” said Great Circle President and 
CEO Vince Hillyer.  
 
CTF, Missouri’s non-profit foundation for child abuse and neglect prevention, strengthens families and prevents child 
abuse through grant distribution, education, awareness and partnerships. In Fiscal Year 2015, CTF awarded over $2.8 
million to support 115 community-based organizations with their prevention efforts and to support CTF’s public 
awareness campaigns. 
 
CTF receives funding from dedicated fees on marriage licenses and vital records, voluntary contributions designated on 
Missouri State Income Tax Returns, sales of the specialty CTF “child handprints” license plate, general donations, 
interest income from the Fund and a federal grant.  Established in 1983, CTF has awarded nearly $55 million dollars of 
non-general revenue funding to support community-based prevention programs throughout Missouri in its 31-year 
history. 
 
Great Circle is a not-for-profit agency that provides a unique spectrum of behavioral health services to children and 
families. Highly trained professionals provide specialized services in areas of education, autism, intensive 24/7 
treatment, in-home crisis intervention, foster care and adoption through campuses and community-based service 
locations in Columbia, Hillsboro, Kirksville, Springfield, Steelville, St. James and St. Louis. Established as a result of the 
merger of Boys & Girls Town of Missouri and Edgewood Children's Center, Great Circle is now one of the largest 
children's behavioral health service organizations in Missouri. In 2013 Great Circle touched the lives of more than 16,000 
children, teens and family members. Great Circle employs more than 800 staff members.  
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